
It’s Easy
To Compost! What You Can Compost

All Food  
Fruits, vegetables, meat, 

poultry,  seafood, shellfish, 
bones, rice, beans, pasta, bread, 

cheese, and eggshells.

Food-Soiled Paper
Waxed cardboard, napkins, paper 

towels, un-coated paper plates, tea bags, 
coffee grounds/filters, wood crates.

Plants
floral trimmings, tree trimmings, 

leaves, grass, brush, weeds.

Plastic, plastic wrap, 
Styrofoam, metal, aluminum 

foil, glass, liquids, frozen food 
boxes, hazardous waste.

Yes

NO

Get started with a few easy steps...
Contact your hauler to discuss service options 
or call the Mid-Valley Garbage & Recycling 
Association, 503.390.4000.     
 
Request FREE assistance and resources from 
Marion County to help your employees 
separate food scraps.  Visit mcrecycles.net or call 
503.588.5169.
 
Get your employees involved.  Trained and 
motivated employees ensure the success of the 
program.
 
Start composting! 
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Marion County staff is available to help
your business start composting.  Staff can 

assist with composting and recycling program 
set up, staff training, and ongoing

program assessment.  
mcrecycles.net

The food waste your business typically throws away can 
now be collected separately from garbage and turned 

into nutrient-rich compost. All businesses that generate 
compostable materials can participate.

More than 30% of
commercial waste in Marion 

County is compostable food and 
food-soiled paper.

Marion County Environmental
Services will provide:

Container Labels•	
Training Materials•	
Set-up Recommendations & Support •	



Marion CountyMarion County Composts!Composts!
Composting food scraps benefits

the environment by adding nutrients 
to the soil, conserving water, and 

preventing waste.

What else can my
business do to be more

environmentally friendly?
Become an EarthWISE business.  EarthWISE is a 
free environmental assistance program offered to 
all businesses and non-profits in Marion County.  
EarthWISE staff are available to assist your business 
in areas beyond waste reduction and recycling. 
Contact Marion County – Environmental Services 
or visit the website for more information. 

McEarthWISE.net

What happens to
food waste collected in 

Marion County?

Businesses in Marion County
Compost Food Scraps.

Public Works - Environmental Services
mcrecycles.net

503.588.5169  ::  Se habla español

Public Works - Environmental Services
mcrecycles.net

503.588.5169  ::  Se habla español
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled content,

processed chlorine free. Ancient forest friendly.

By separating food waste your business 
will be helping to create a valuable 
compost product instead of waste.  

Food scraps and food-soiled paper are taken to 
a commercial composting facility and placed in 
rows on a concrete pad.  After going through 
a natural composting process, the finished 
product is sold as a soil amendment to farms 
and garden retailers in our area.  Separating 
food scraps and food-soiled paper for 
composting conserves resources and benefits 
the agricultural community.  Compost adds 
nutrients, prevents erosion, and helps soil 
retain moisture.




